
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The 2012 William Wolkoff Garden - Border Dahlias – Impressionist Collection 
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Singer 

 
Art Fair 

 
Pablo 

 

LIDS New Greenhouse Pays Off! 
It is mid June and our dazzling impressionist collection of border dahlias are in bloom and a number of other 
dahlias just blooming and others are ready to burst. The greenhouse produced sturdy plants with good top 
growth that withstood the recent 30 mph winds.  This newsletter illustrates all the work that went into the 
greenhouse, from the vision, through construction, to the very first bloom in our garden. It takes a village, 
and ours is a dedicated, terrific “village” of volunteers. Thank you all!                               - Joe Laundrie, President 

June 2012 

N E W S L E T T E R  

Long Island Dahlia Society 
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Dahlia Spectacular 

Sellout Sale! 
Dahliettas*  

$3 each / 4 for $10 / 10 for $20 
 

All other show dahlias*  
$2 each! 

 

Last LIDS Sale of the Season 
The Sales is at our Next Membership Meeting: 

Lower Level of the Carriage House 

Thursday, June 21, 2012 

Joe Lysik - Dahlia 101 -  7:00 PM - 7:30PM 

Dahlia Spectacular Sale    7:30 PM – 8:30 PM 

Meeting        8:30 – 9:00 PM 
Our Garden Directors will be on hand to answer questions you may have. 

*Note while we are selling out, selections and quantities are as available at the time of the sale. 

~  Coffee and cake too!  ~ 
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A Special Thank you…. Good and Welfare 

Dear Friends, 

I would like to express my deepest gratitude to all LIDS 
Board Members and volunteers. First, for welcoming 
me into such a prestigious group. I love you all, each 
and every one of you are a model of optimism and in 
your own way have inspired and encouraged and 
changed my view of looking at dahlias. They have so 
many forms, angles, and colors. 

As fundraiser chair, I look forward to volunteering with 
you again in the future as I eagerly anticipate what I can 
contribute to making this an exciting season. 

Respectfully, Kelly Abercrombie,  

 

 

We wish Catherine 

Bushman who has not 

been feeling well, a 
very speedy recovery.  

We also send our best 
wishes out to Charlie 

Butler’s wife who is 

home from hospital 
recovering from minor 
surgery. 

- Pat Schildt 

Hospitality  Judging Dahlias 101 

Mark you calendars! Our next event will be our LIDS 

Annual Picnic held next to the Wolkoff Garden, under 

the big maple tree. This is a wonderful way for our 
volunteers to enjoy the garden in its full bloom, relax 
with your guests and enjoy good food. The picnic is 
held on Saturday, August 4th at 1:00PM, more details 

will be provided in future newsletters. Rain date is 
Sunday, August 5.              - Pat Schildt 

 

 

 

Please continue to 
drive slow 
everywhere in the 
Arboretum, it is 
most appreciated! 

Are you interested in learning to be a dahlia show 

judge? Or just want to learn about how the winners are 
selected by judges? Learn the characteristic the judges 

look for, the practices and scorecards, along with ethics 
and procedures. LIDS is holding judging classes at our 

monthly membership meetings. We will refer to the 
“Guide to Judging Dahlias” a manual of the 

American Dahlia Society.  

The education dates are as follows: 

June 21 @ 7pm Judging 101 Part I (pages 4-38 of the 

Judge’s Manual) with Bill Bushman  

July 19 @ 7 pm Judging 101 Part II (pages 38- to end 

of the Judge’s Manual) with Bill Bushman  

August 12 @ 9 am (tentative) Hands on Judging 

Experience at the ADS Eastern Trial Garden at 
Eisenhower Park, East Meadow, NY  

August 16 @ 7 pm Judging Written (open book) Final 

Exam  

There is no charge, come to the first class and see what 
this is all about. We look forward to seeing you. For 

more information call Bill Bushman at  
631-475-1922 
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Welcome New Member! Congratulations 2012 Graduates! 

We are happy to share our expertise and passion for 
dahlias with you.     

Welcome aboard! 

• Chuck Robak, Smithtown 

Note that our general meetings are held the third 

Thursday of each month in the Bayard Cutting 
Arboretum Carriage House. All are welcome. 

- Suzann Hirschmann, Membership Chair 
 

 

 

Many members are celebrating graduations in their 
families. If you have a family member that has graduated 

this year and would like their name added to the July 
newsletter, please contact Carol Jansch.  

Congratulations to these graduates!  

Mike & Peggy Bryant’s son Matthew graduated from  

St John the Baptist High School  
(on to Suffolk Community College) 

Millie & John Canzoneri’s granddaughter Veronica 

graduated Quinnipiac University (Nursing) 

Dee Cunningham’s granddaughter Lexa graduated from 

the University of Tampa (Philosophy) 

Dee Cunningham’s grandson Brandon graduated from 

Indiana University (Business) 

Suzann Hirschmann’s son Robert graduated from 

George Washington Law School 

Carol Jansch’s daughter Cassie graduated from the 

College of Charleston (Marine Biology) 

Jim Micheels grandson Peter graduated from 

St John the Baptist High School  
(on to King’s College) 

Got Squirrels? 

From Jerry Baker's Book “Backyard Problem Solver” 

Squirrel Beater Tonic 

- 2 tbsp. cayenne pepper 

- 2 tbsp. chili powder 

- 2 tbsp. Tobasco sauce 

- 1 tbsp. Murphy's Oil Soap 

- 1 qt. warm water 

Mix All ingredients together, pour in a handheld sprayer, and liberally spray on all of your plants. Birds can't taste the 

stuff, but squirrels sure can!  

Remember that cayenne pepper is potent, so wear gloves or wash hands promptly, do not breath in the dust and keep 

out of your eyes.  Squirrels be gone! Also according to this book squirrels do not like broccoli, hot peppers, morning 

glories and daffodils.                                                                                             - Submitted by Suzann Hirschmann 
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The New LIDS Greenhouse 

 

How it all started… 

Eight years ago Bill Wolkoff began his goal of obtaining 

permission for constructing a temporary, seasonal hoop house 
(greenhouse) at the Arboretum. With much determination and 

focus, this goal became reality in the spring of 2012. The12’ x 
24’ structure is located behind the garages by the lower 

Carriage House. Through Bill’s continual and determined 
effort, the hoop house helped us bring earlier blooms to the 

garden and will attract more visitors.  This also provides a 
variety of new opportunities for LIDS volunteers to assist and 

learn.  

A very BIG thank you to both Bill Wolkoff for leading the 

charge and to Nelson Sterner, Director of the Arboretum, for 
his help and support in achieving this goal. 

The Garden Director… 

Jim Micheels has put in an enormous amount of time and effort leading his Assistant Garden Directors and 

volunteers in filling the greenhouse with tubers and cuttings. His efforts have paid off, we have early blooms in 
the garden and the plants look great. Jim also designed the arrangement of dahlias that are in the tuteur (see 

photo below). It is filled with border dahlias in dark pink “Art Nouveau” and “Singer” which is red. They are set 
off by an inner circle of delicate peony, “Stillwater Raspberry” which is paired nicely with “Art Fair” that is just 

about to bloom.  Great job Jim! 

* tuteur (plural tuteurs) A four-sided pyramid- or obelisk-like trellis designed to help train climbing plants. 
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The Construction Crew… 

Picking the spot, just behind the Carriage House, beyond the garages. 

 

 

 

 

John Canzoneri framing and 
leveling.  

 

 

 

 

Working inside painting the 
pre-fab sections. Nelson 
Sterner with helpful paint 

tips…Three days were spent 
on assembly and painting. 
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Bill Wolkoff, supervising. 

 

Mike Bryant painting the 
frame. 

 

 

Framing in process (must be 
coffee break time) 
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Inside the frame, the cover is 
now on. Who is on the 

ladder in the background? 

 

L-R 

Charlie Mancuso, Dan Funk 
(front) and John Canzeroni 

in back. 
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The crew:  

John Canzeroni (on ladder) L_R Dan Funk , Jim Micheels, Mike Bryant,  
Ted Gollatz, Jim Novellano, and Gene Murtha 

 

The door is now on. 

Charlie Mancuso and Bill 
Wolkoff. 
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Right: Done!  

L-R Mike Bryant, Charlie, 
and Bill Wolkoff 

 

 

Next come the dahlias! 

 

 
Photo Credits 

Special thanks to all those who contributed photos to this issue, they include: Dee Cunningham, Mike Bryant and Carol Jansch. 
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Bayard Cutting Arboretum Helpful Links 

Located at: 
440 Montauk Highway 
Great River, NY 11739 

Set GPS to these either address: 
Great River Rd & NY-27A (Montauk Hwy), or 
NY-27A & Union Blvd, East Islip NY 11730 

 

www.bayardcuttingarboretum.com  

 

Long Island Dahlia Society 
www.longislanddahlia.com/ 

American Dahlia Society 
www.dahlia.org/ 

Mid-Island Dahlia Society 
www.midislanddahlia.com/ 

Greenwich Dahlia Society 
www.gecgreenwich.org/dahlia-society.html  

Rhode Island Dahlia Society 
www.rhodeislanddahliasociety.org/  
 

  
Kris Nicolosi (left) and above are Lenny Nicolosi and 

John Canzeroni planting dahlias from the greenhouse. 

Join us every Saturday morning at 9:00AM in the Wolkoff Garden. 
Learn how to grow dahlias and enjoy the company of a great group of 
volunteers (bring your own pruners and other tools you may need for 

the dahlia work). Cake and coffee at 11:00! 
Long Island Dahlia Society Executive Board 

 

President - Joe Laundrie                          Vice-President - Maureen Burford                    Treasurer - Joe Lysik 

Garden Director - Jim Micheels           Website Director Lee Eymold               Recording Secretary - Dee Cunningham 

Hospitality - Patrick Schildt                  Membership Suzann Hirschmann                    Fundraising Chair - Lynn Schiller 

Fundraising Co-Chair – Kelly Abercrombie              Corresponding Secretary/Newsletter – Carol Jansch 

Associate Garden Directors – Jim Novellano,  John Canzoneri, Gene Murtha, and Ted Gollatz,  

NADC Representative - Erina Aaron         ADS Representative - William Bushman         Evaluation - Dennis Kirchner 

Wolkoff Dahlia Garden Design – William Wolkoff 

 


